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April 30, 2017     1 Peter 1:17-21  

 

17 If you call on the Father who judges impartially, according to the work of each person, conduct 

yourselves during the time of your pilgrimage in reverence, 18 because you know that you were redeemed 

from your empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, not with things that pass away, 

such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like a lamb without blemish or spot. 20 He 

was chosen before the foundation of the world but revealed in these last times for your sake. 21 Through 

him you are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and 

hope are in God. 

 

Your Faith and Your Hope Are?  

 

I love some science fiction movies.  One of the old classics that I remember seeing from a young age is Logan’s 

Run.  It is about a cult like group of people who lived in a greenhouse type of an atmosphere.  Everyone was 

young and beautiful.  Everything was white and shiny, and everyone seemed to be healthy and happy.  But 

everyone had a crystal on their hand.  When that crystal turned a certain color, it meant that it was time for the 

person to finish living.  They were supposed to voluntarily jump into some sort of a vacuum in which they 

would basically die, so that they wouldn’t get old and die.  Logan and other police officers would arrest the 

seemingly disgraceful people who tried to run and hide from jumping into the vacuum.  But then, when Logan’s 

crystal went off, he decided to make a run for it as well.  When push came to shove, he didn’t want to die either.  

So the story involves his “run” for freedom while being hunted by the very men he used to work with.   

 

A “pilgrimage” is different.  I don’t picture an escape where you are running for your life.  It is a long and 

arduous journey which takes you through hills and valleys.  It can be long and exhausting, challenging and yet 

beautiful.  Abraham was called to make a pilgrimage to the Promised Land.  It was a long and difficult journey.  

The Israelites were put on a pilgrimage for 40 years in a desert region.  So you are called on a pilgrimage to 

heaven.  Yet you have family members that you want to bring along on the journey.  It’s not like Moses with the 

two million Israelites.  You might have a spouse, children, or grandchildren that you are bringing along.  You 

need to provide for them along the way, giving food and shelter.   You also need to make sure that they and you 

stay on target - remember what your goal is - your hope is - where you are headed.   

 

When I mentioned Logan’s Run - these movies and TV shows are nice little distractions in life.  They bring us 

into a different world - help us to escape from the everyday duties and grind.  I have heard that with more and 

more young people, the Netflix world is becoming for them the only world they want to live in.  They don’t 

want to get married.  They don’t want to have children.  They don’t even care as much about getting a good 

paying job or having a house.  They would rather not, because they are enjoying themselves so much in the 

imaginary world.  If I can live in Netflix and live through my sports team and live in my television show, then I 

don’t have to worry about feeding real people or taking care of real people in the real world where I have to 

work at a job I don’t necessarily enjoy.   I can escape the reality of life in some senses.  The diversion is 

becoming the hope and the destiny.  This is one reason why, I believe, more and more young people are not 

coming to worship.  If they can be entertained and happy in the digital world, then why think about another 

world called heaven.  
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The Christians who lived in the late first century didn’t have that option.  They were being hunted down by the 

government.  They didn’t have the right to own property, not as Christians.  They didn’t have any rights at all.  

Nero wanted them dead.  They didn’t have the luxury of sitting in front of a TV at night with a stiff drink and 

relaxing.  The Israelites didn’t have such comforts in the desert.  Nor did Abraham have such comforts in his 

tent - even in the Promised Land as a rich man he had no land to call his own until he bought a burial plot for 

Rachel.  That was it.  Their suffering and the nature of where they lived helped them focus on God’s promise of 

heaven.  It is sad to say this, but all of these facilities and blessings from God, we have used them to get too 

comfortable with life.  We have gotten side tracked on our goal of heaven.  Jesus didn’t come into this world to 

make us comfortable with living here.  He came to rescue us from this place.  He came to get us to heaven.  

Have we forgotten this? 

 

I know of a man who ran into a problem with the law.  He was headed to court.  His mother didn’t want him to 

spend his time as he awaited his sentence, so she spent 7,000 dollars to free him until the court date.  He knew 

that was a lot of money for his mother to pay for his temporary freedom.  He appreciated that she trusted he 

wouldn’t run.   

 

Jesus has paid our bail with much more than 7,000 dollars.  He didn’t use gold or silver.   He used as Peter said, 

Jesus’ “precious blood.”  Precious in the sense of rare and costly.   For instance, there are only so many Honus 

Wagner baseball cards.  It is one of the oldest and most rare, and because of its rarity it is sought highly among 

collectors.  What could be more rare than the blood of the only person ever to have lived on earth who was also 

God?   On the other hand, some things are sought because of their usefulness.  Type O negative is the universal 

blood type and can be transfused to patients with any blood type.   It is most useful.  The blood of Jesus has 

been used to pay for the sins of the entire world.  No matter what race you are, no matter how good or bad you 

have been, what kind of sins you’ve committed or what kind of sinner you are, the shedding of His blood on the 

cross paid for all sins of all times.  It is precious because of its universal usability.   It has the power to wash 

every sin away and save the worst of sinners.   

 

When you were baptized, the Holy Spirit used this holy and precious blood, on you.  He bathed you in it.  He 

washed you with it and cleansed your sins away.  Sometimes it makes the news when a professional football 

player has to sell his Super Bowl ring in order to make some money because of bad financial decisions.  They 

have to take this precious memento and sell it just to survive.  It saddens people that it was done.  It doesn’t 

sadden God that He used His Son’s blood to pay for your sin.  It is what Jesus’ volunteered to do; it is what He 

came to do; what He was destined to do; even before God created the world; if you can wrap your mind around 

that - good luck!  But the point is that God wanted to use this precious commodity on you and for you so that 

YOU could be His.   

 

This is meant to give you a sense of fear, honor, awe, at the love of God in Christ.  God thinks of you as 

someone special, as His own precious and adopted child.  Peter reminds you that, “you were redeemed from 

your empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers.”  You weren’t redeemed for an empty 

way of life.  You were redeemed FROM it.  What is empty?  It is anything that is focused on apart from Christ.  

I see my children as gifts from Jesus to be raised to the glory of His name - to be brought to heaven.  I see my 

calling as a pastor as a gift from God - to be done to the glory of His name.  Nothing is without Jesus and apart 

from Him.  If it is, then I have to ask why I want it or why I am spending time with it?  Can I enjoy it or use it to 

the glory of God’s name or not?    
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The empty way of life for the Jews would have been how they revolved their lives around the laws that were 

placed on them without finding Jesus in the Word.  They spent hours and hours learning how to sing this Psalm 

or do that sacrifice, but they never knew the One their sacrifices and songs pointed forward to.  The Greeks 

spent time talking about philosophy or making war for this or that land, but in the end what did all of that talk or 

war do?  What kind of a life did your parents give you?  What kind of a life are you giving your children and 

grandchildren?  Are you teaching them that all of this will burn?  Are you acting as if sports were what life 

revolved around?  Are you spending all of your time together watching TV?  Do you think that once you retire 

you will finally get to live the dream?  What is this but emptiness without Christ?   You were redeemed FROM 

that - not FOR that.   

 

Imagine if you someone asked you to donate a lung and a kidney for one of their family members, and they said 

to you, “Reagan just needs another chance at life!  He’s so young!  He can hardly breathe and he’s dying.  Can’t 

you help?  Won’t you help?”  So you decided to do it; to give a part of your life so that Reagan could have life.  

How would you then feel if the transplant worked!  He had new life!  The family would be thankful.  Reagan 

would be thankful!  But what if you paid a surprise visit to Reagan years later?  You stopped in on him and 

found him to be a chain smoker and an alcoholic?  Here he took this precious gift of life, and only used it to ruin 

the years he’s been given.  That’s not what you were redeemed for!   

 

Peter says that the Father, “judges each man’s work impartially.”  He isn’t swayed by how popular you are or 

how famous you are or how successful you seem to be in this life.  It doesn’t matter to Him so much how rich 

you are or how poor.  He doesn’t care as much if your team wins the game or not.  He looks at your life by what 

is in the inside.  Are you keeping your eyes on Jesus?  Are you seeking His forgiveness?  Are you trying to live 

a life of thanks and praise to Him in all you do?   Therefore, you ought to “conduct yourselves during the time 

of your pilgrimage in reverence.”  Peter literally says, “in fear,” but this includes respect and reverence.   

 

What am I afraid of?  I am afraid of losing my focus.  I am afraid of getting off target.  I am afraid of getting 

bogged down in life and taking my hands and my eyes off of Jesus.  I am afraid of forgetting that I am a sinner 

who needs forgiveness.  I am afraid of putting myself under the wrath of God by willingly giving in to my sinful 

flesh.  I am afraid of burning in hell under God’s judgment by dying in unbelief.   

 

It reminds me of when I went on a trip to Israel years ago.  I had thrown out a document.   Then, when we were 

traveling on the bus, I was told that this document was needed for me to cross from Jordan back into Israel.  I 

was absolutely panicked over this.  Think of when you are traveling overseas, and you need to keep track of 

your passport if you want to get back home in a timely fashion.  It is with this kind of fear that God wants us to 

have - even more so - of losing hold of Jesus.   

 

But this is not the only way God wants me to live or you to live.  In the midst of all of my fear of failure and my 

emptiness, I need to keep on looking to the one who gives me faith and hope that my sins are still forgiven and 

heaven is still mine.  God crucified Jesus for me, even as I am a sinner.  God raised Jesus from the dead for me.  

Jesus promised me, “Because I live, you also will live.”  Not only has God redeemed me with Jesus’ blood, He 

has done this so that I live in hope that I will rise from the dead some day.  He has done this so that I can have 

faith that God is forgiving in kind to me in Jesus; that He won’t condemn me to hell when I believe and I am 

baptized.  You have faith in Jesus.  You believe He has died for all of your sins and been raised from the dead.  
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He is your passport to heaven.    Through him you are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and 

gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is meant to give me hope and faith in this world.  As long as I have Jesus and 

His forgiveness I have a sure hope of salvation.   I don’t despair even in the midst of sickness and death.  The 

disciples on the way to Emmaus were walking and talking as if Jesus were dead.  They had chosen to ignore the 

testimony of the women and the other disciples.  They had not paid attention to all of the word of God that had 

spoken of why Jesus had to die and how He would rise from the dead.   It wasn’t until Jesus spoke to them and 

reminded them of what the Word said that their hopes were revived.  When you come to worship and hear the 

word, when you receive the Lord’s Supper again and again, your hopes are revived.  Jesus blood is still for you!  

Heaven is still yours!  The same God who raised Jesus from the dead will raise you also to eternal life!   

 

Just recently I was able to go to Tawas State Park with my two youngest children to go camping in a pop up 

camper.  We were the only ones there!  It was cold out!  The space heater kept us barely warm enough.  But we 

got to play board games together.  We had a campfire and pudgy pies.  We went out for pizza one night.  We 

got to see Lumberman’s State Monument.  After two nights, we were ready to come home.  I wanted to see my 

wife and other two children.  We had run out of food.  The firewood was all gone.  The novelty of pudgy pies 

had taken its course.  We were ready for home.   

 

This is how God wants us to live, in a sense in this world.  We can enjoy the scenery.  We can enjoy time with 

family.  But we don’t forget the temporary nature of this world.  We are on a pilgrimage home to heaven.  It’s 

ok to enjoy some scenery.  God gives us things for our enjoyment.  But don’t forget Jesus never promised life 

would be a vacation.  Don’t get too sidetracked by the State Parks in life.  He didn’t come down here to be 

comfortable or make us comfortable. He came down here to suffer and die with His own blood to pay for us to 

get there with Him in heaven.  This hour that we spend in Word and sacrament is meant to keep our eyes 

focused on Jesus.  Faith and hope are not just some bland terms that mean, “Have a good attitude.”  They are 

focused on Christ crucified and risen.  The extra time you have at night, spend some more in the Bible and in 

prayer.  Keep on looking at the map.  Don’t forget your destiny.  Hold on to your Ticket!  The resurrection of 

Jesus from the dead gives us hope that we will be with Him and our other family members who died in Christ as 

well.    Keep your eyes focused on the goal of heaven at the resurrection from the dead, all because of the death 

and resurrection of Jesus.  He is the object of your faith and your only hope, right?  Amen.   


